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SAVI asks what are Bucks County Council up to on call-in of waste incinerator decision?
AVDC leader John Cartwright has called in Bucks County Council’s (BCC) Cabinet controversial decision to approve Spanish-owned WRG Ltd to build an expected 300,000 mass burn waste incinerator (MBI) on farmland at Lower Greatmoor farm, Edgcott. The Cabinet’s decision was initially put to the BCC Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 14th December 2010 and a further date for a fuller Scrutiny hearing is now set for 11th January 2011.

Campaign group SAVI (Stop Aylesbury Vale Incineration) notes:-

1. After lots of behind the scenes BCC moves on dates, this now falls on one of the two dates we told BCC our planning barrister (Paul Stinchcombe) could not be there, as he was at another planning inquiry. John Bercow our MP also offered BCC five dates he could attend a meeting all day, which was some miracle given his busy diary. BCC have opted for a date which neither Paul Stinchcombe nor John Bercow could attend. Is this perhaps a coincidence?
2. We have been given the wrong time for the start of the meeting. John Cartwright was told 10am whereas the BCC announcement (not sent to SAVI) fixed it for 9.30am. Do they perhaps want us to be late?

3. BCC are also making it as difficult as possible for the evidence to be got together. Their announcement came the day before Christmas Eve and only allows until 30th December to put in evidence – a time when many people are having some much deserved time off with their families. Given that letters opposing the incinerator were doctored by BCC by anonymising them for the first meeting BCC look as if they are doing what they can to wriggle out of listening to the Vale. Don’t they want to give us a fair hearing?
Campaigners against the incinerator have already warned of mass local public opposition to the incinerator and the apparently overly close relationship between Spanish owned WRG Ltd and BCC. 
Local MP John Bercow has referred to the secrecy surrounding the incinerator decision which he described as a ‘betrayal’ by the County Council. County Councillor Martin Tett has consistently refused to explain his personal decision to let WRG back into the tender process on the basis of ‘legal advice’ and also consistently refuses to divulge what it was about or what the advice was.
SAVI also believes that the anointment of WRG as preferred bidder could indirectly strengthen chance of the new high speed rail (HS2) happening. 
HS2 and WRG have already admitted that they have been in talks about how WRG can supply heat and power to the associated HS2 developments around the area – including a massive maintenance depot at Calvert. BCC on the one hand set aside a fighting fund to oppose HS2 yet with the other hand are actually feeding the monster they say they are against!
We in SAVI, (Stop Aylesbury Vale Incineration) supported by our constituency MP John Bercow, will continue to do all we can to stop this monstrosity from being built. If we lose this fight, it will pave the way for a total devastation and industrialisation of the Vale.
Note – John Bercow has now changed his diary commitments so he will be available for 11th January meeting in the morning.
Contacts: SAVI spokespeople Helen Howard on 07525 371288 (mob) or 01296 771222 (work) Maggi Campbell-Keith 01296 770512

For more information see our website www.besavi.co.uk
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